
CBI told toprobeEDcharges
against ex-IHFLpromoter
bhavini mishra
NewDelhi, 18 August

The Supreme Court (SC) on
Tuesday directed the Central
BureauofInvestigation(CBI)to
examine all six allegations of
financial irregularities levelled
by the Enforcement Director-
ate against Sameer Gehlaut,
former chairperson of India-
bullsHousingFinance (IHFL),
andfivecorporategroups.
A Bench, headed by Chief

Justice of India Surya Kant,
alsodirected theDelhiPolice’s
Economic Offences Wing
(EOW) and the CBI to place
fresh investigation status
reports before it. Fiveof thesix
allegationshadpreviouslybeen
examined by the EOW. The
sixth concerns a transactionof
around ~1,574 crore, for which
theCBIhas soughtpermission
from the Special Court under
thePreventionofMoneyLaun-

deringAct(PMLA),Mumbai,to
conductafurtherprobe.
TheSCdirected theSpecial

JudgetodecidetheCBI’sappli-
cation within two weeks. The
directions came against the
backdrop of the court’s

repeatedcriticismofinvestigat-
ingagencies for failingtomake
meaningful progress in the
case. At an earlier hearing, the
Benchhadquestionedwhatthe
CBIhaddonebetweenJanuary
and July and expressed con-

cern that the agencies had
failed to keep the court
informedabouttheprobe.
The court had then

described the conduct of the
CBIandEOWas“highlyques-
tionable” and warned that it
could summon the heads of
the two agencies over their
failure to file status reports.
The Bench refrained from
doing so after Additional Sol-
icitor General S V Raju
assured it that the agencies
would take necessary steps
and submit their reports.
The case stems from a

petition filed by Citizens
WhistleBlowerForumseeking
a court-monitored Special
InvestigationTeamprobe into
allegationsincludingdiversion
and round-tripping of funds,
corporate irregularities and
violations of company law
involving Indiabulls, its pro-
moterandassociatedentities.

ACCENTREGION
uttar pradesh

Stategets freshpushwith2K
acres industrial township
virendra singh rawat
Lucknow, 18 August

The Gorakhpur Industrial
Development Authority
(GIDA), inabid to strengthen
the industrial ecosystem,has
amassed a fresh land bank of
2,000-acres in theGorakhpur
district — an emerging
industrial gateway inEastern
UP and pocket borough of
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath.
Thenewswathes are being

developed as the Dhuriapar
industrial township, which is
located between the Purvan-
chal Expressway and the
Gorakhpur Link Expressway,
foraseamless logistics.
Around 115 acres have

already been allotted to com-
panies, including Adani and
ShreyasDistilleries, signalling
strong investor interest in the
township.The2,000acre land
bankisinadditiontothe3,600
acres of industrial area
already amassed by GIDA,

which is inching saturation.
Since 2017, the authority has
garnered ~20,000 crore in
investments, generating
40,000 job opportunities,
GIDACEOAnujMalik said.
Over 50,000 people are

working invarious technical,
skilled,andsemi-skilledroles
across industriesoperating in
the authority’s area, she
added. Malik also said the
growing industrial base is
creating opportunities for
local talent.

rajasthan

Artisans to getmarket access boost
anil sharma
Jaipur, 18 August

TheRajasthangovernmenthas
initiatedoperationsofitsmajor
haats (craft bazaars) under a
public-private partnership
(PPP)model,accordingtoShik-
har Agarwal, additional chief
secretary of Industries and
Commerce. Themove aims to
secure fair prices and direct

markets for artisans, weavers,
women self-help groups, and
smallentrepreneurs.
Agarwal said the govern-

ment is looking to develop
these haats intomodernmar-
kets andmarketingplatforms,
rather than limiting artisans,
weavers, and small entrepre-
neurs tomeresalescentres.
Hementionedthatthepro-

cesstooperatefourmajorstate

haatshasbegunincompliance
withtheannouncementbythe
Chief Minister Bhajanlal
Sharma on June 27, 2026, on
the occasion of International
MSME Day. “Accordingly, a
request for proposal has been
issued through the Institute of
Entrepreneurship Develop-
ment.Theprocedure for oper-
ating the haats will be
completedsoon,”hesaid. vvvv
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Su-30MKI
parts among
~3Kcr defence
items tobe
indigenised
bhaswar kumar
NewDelhi, 18 August

TheDepartmentofDefence
Production (DDP), under
the Ministry of Defence
(MoD),notifiedthe6thPosi-
tive Indigenisation List
(PIL)onTuesday.This latest
listaddsdefenceequipment
with an estimated business
potential of ~3,070 crore to
the category of items
banned from import after a
specifieddate.
The list comprises 405

“strategically important
items” — 16 of the Indian
CoastGuard(ICG)and389of
defencepublicsectorunder-
takings(DPSUs)—including
line replaceable units, sub-
systems, sub-assemblies,
spares,components,andraw
materials, according to an
MoDrelease.
These items are used

across a broad range of
defence platforms and sys-
tems, which, according to
the release, include the
indigenous Advanced Light
Helicopter, Light Utility
Helicopter and Light
Combat Aircraft; the Su-
30MKI combat aircraft and
AL-31FP engine; armoured
platforms such as the T-72,
T-90 and BMP-II; warships;
missile systems such as
Konkurs-M, Invar and
MRSAM; defence elec-
tronics, including radars,
sonars, fire control systems
and satellite communica-
tion systems; and high
explosive anti-tank
ammunitionandothercriti-
cal defence equipment.
“Each itemhasan indica-

tive timeline for indigenisa-
tion. Upon successful
indigenous development,
these itemswill be procured
fromtheIndianindustry.The
DPSUs and ICG will under-
take indigenisation through
various routes, including
their ‘Make’ procedure and
in-housedevelopment,with
participationfromtheindus-
try,particularlyMSMEs,”said
therelease.
Morethan15,700defence

itemshavebeensuccessfully
indigenised to date, result-
ing in an estimated import
substitution value of about
~9,000 crore over the last
fiveyears, said the release.

Three-member panel to be set up to
probe police excesses during CJP stir
bhavini mishra
NewDelhi, 18 August

The Supreme Court (SC) on
Tuesday said it would consti-
tute a three-member panel to
independentlyexamineallega-
tions arising from the
Cockroach Janta Party (CJP)
protests, including claims
of excessive police force
and violence against law
enforcementpersonnel.
The proposed panel will

comprise a former SC judge, a
former chief justice of a High
Court, and a senior retired
police officer.ABenchheaded
byChiefJusticeofIndiaJustice
Surya Kant said the panel
wouldundertakeafact-finding
exercise and submit reports

periodically.
The court said victims

would be given a chance to
approach the committee and
assured that necessary logis-
tical support would be made
available to it. Its findings and
recommendations would be
considered by theCourtwhile

decidingfurtheraction.
Thepanelwillalsoexamine

allegations of sexual assault
andonlineharassment target-
ingwomenprotesters, besides
claims of social-media-based
harassmentorvictimisationof
vulnerable individuals.

Centre,statesgetnoticeto
seizepropertyofoffenders
The Supreme Court on Tues-
daysought responses fromthe
Centre and the state
governmentsonapleafiledby
advocate Ashwini Kumar
Upadhyayseekingdirectionsto
confiscate movable and
immovable property of
offenders and their family
members involved inquestion
paper leakcases.

SC rejects plea
seekingban
onexecution
byhanging
The Supreme Court (SC) on
Tuesday dismissed a plea
seekingabolitionof theprac-
tice of executing a death row
convict by hanging and
replacing it with methods
such as intravenous lethal
injection. It said thematerial
placedbeforeitdoesnotestab-
lishthatlethalinjectionhasany
addedadvantageoverhanging
asamodeofexecution.
TheBenchsaid itwasnot

persuaded that a case was
made out for referring a
1983 decision to a larger
Benchfor reconsiderationof
the validity of Section 354(5)
of the Code of Criminal
Procedure. pti

press trust of india
NewDelhi, 18 August

Domestic donations to thePM
CARESFundfellby30percent
tonearly~479croreduringthe
financial year 2024-2025while
foreign donations also
declinedby18percentto~92.8
lakh, according to its latest
audit report.
The total balance in PM

CARES Fund stood at ~8,452
crore as onMarch 31, 2025, up
from~7,173 crore ayear ago.Of
this,~7,846crorewasparkedin
fixeddepositsand~605crorein
savings bank accounts, the
report said. The domestic
donations received by the PM
CARES inFY24 stoodat~681.8
crore, while it had got foreign
donations totalling~1.13 crore.
The fund spent ~87.8 lakh on

PM CARES for Children
Scheme during FY25, sharply
downfrom~15.37croreinFY24.
Total payments made

duringFY25was~87.85lakh,as
against~15.6crore inFY24.
Astudyoftheauditedstate-

ments on the PM’s Citizen
AssistanceandReliefinEmerg-
ency Situations (PM CARES)
Fund website shows that the
voluntary domestic contribu-
tion peaked at ~7,184 crore in
FY21 and then fell to ~1,896
crore inFY22, beforedeclining
furtherto~909croreinFY23.
Foreign contribution has

seen a sharper decline, regis-
tering a high of ~495 crore in
FY21,beforefallingto~40crore
and~2.57 crore in thenext two
years.Theforeigncontribution
now stands at ~92.8 lakh, the
second lowest since~39.7 lakh
inthefirstyearofFY20.
The government set up the

PMCARESFundwith the pri-
maryobjective of dealingwith
any kind of emergency or dis-
tress situation, like the one
posedby theCovidpandemic,
and to provide relief to the
affected. It was registered as a
publiccharitable trust.
The PM is the ex-officio

chairmanofthefundthatcon-
sists entirely of voluntary con-
tributionsanddoesnotgetany
budgetary support. The fund
hasbeenusedovertheyearsto
boostemergencycare.

PMCARES saw30%drop in
domestic donations inFY25
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Not an accused inPIL-linked
probe: SammaanCapital
SammaanCapital on Tues-
day said it was not an
accused in any investiga-
tionarisingfromallegations
made in a public interest
litigation (PIL) concerning
its erstwhile promoter
SameerGehlaut.
Inastockexchangefiling,

itsaidtheEconomicOffences
Wingof theDelhiPolice, ina
status reportfiledonAugust
11, stated that Sammaan

Capitalhadreceivedbackall
money related to loans
extended to five borrower
groupsnamedinthePIL.
“The Central Bureau of
Investigationhasbeenasked
to probe allegations against
theerstwhilepromoter.Sam-
maan Capital is not an
accused but a ‘victim’,” the
company’s advocate Nalin
Kohlisaidafter thehearing.

anupreksha jain

the fund spent just
~87.8 lakh for its
children’s scheme in
fy25, down from
~15.37 crore in fy24

Record Date for Distribution
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the Trustees of Aditya Birla Sun Life Mutual Fund have approved Friday,
August 21, 2026*, as the Record Date for declaration of distribution under the Income Distribution cum Capital
Withdrawal (IDCW) options in the following schemes, subject to availability of distributable surplus on the
Record Date:

Aditya Birla Sun Life AMC Limited(Investment Manager for Aditya Birla Sun Life Mutual Fund) Registered Office: One World Center, Tower 1, 17th Floor, Jupiter Mills, Senapati
Bapat Marg, Elphinstone Road, Mumbai - 400 013. Tel.: 4356 8000. Fax: 4356 8110/8111. CIN: L65991MH1994PLC080811

For Aditya Birla Sun Life AMC Limited
(Investment Manager for Aditya Birla Sun Life Mutual Fund)
Sd/-
Authorised Signatory

Mutual Fund investments are subject to market risks, read all scheme related documents carefully.

Place: Mumbai
Date: August 18, 2026

Name of the Scheme Plans/Option
Quantum of Distribution per

unit# on face value of
Rs.10/- per unit

NAV as on
August 17, 2026

(Rs.)

Aditya Birla Sun Life Arbitrage Fund
(An open ended scheme investing in

arbitrage opportunities) Regular Plan –
IDCW

Direct Plan –
IDCW

0.067

0.064

11.4959

11.0507

Aditya Birla Sun Life Balanced
Advantage Fund

(An open ended Dynamic Asset
Allocation fund)

0.212

0.185

30.75

26.74Regular Plan –
IDCW

Direct Plan –
IDCW

Aditya Birla Sun Life Multi Asset
Omni FoF

(An open ended fund of fund scheme
investing in equity-oriented schemes,
debt-oriented schemes (including ETFs
and Index Funds) and Commodities

based schemes)

2.767

5.015

39.5322

71.6428Regular Plan –
IDCW

Direct Plan –
IDCW

TheNAV of the schemes, pursuant to IDCWdistributionwould fall to the extent of payout and statutory levy
(if applicable).

#As reduced by the amount of applicable statutory levy. *or the immediately following Business Day if that day
is a non-business day. .
All unitholders whose names appear in the Register of Unitholders / Beneficial owners under the IDCW options of
the said schemes as at the close of business hours on the Record Date shall be eligible to receive the distribution
so declared.

Aditya Birla Sun Life Multi-Cap Fund
(An open ended equity scheme investing
across large cap, mid cap & small cap

stocks)

1.431

1.334

20.44

19.05Regular Plan –
IDCW Payout

Direct Plan –
IDCW Payout

Aditya Birla Sun Life Small Cap Fund
(An open ended equity scheme

predominantly investing in small cap
stocks)

5.664

2.910

80.91

41.57Regular Plan –
IDCW

Direct Plan –
IDCW
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